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displayed a curved cross of four splays, or blades, red upon
white.    The eight-pointed red Bhuddist cross was also one
of the Templar ensigns.    The Temple arches abound with
brandished estoiles, or stars, with wavy or crooked flames.
The altar at the east end of the Temple Church has a cross
flourie, with lower limb prolonged, or, on a field of estoiles,
wavy; to the right is the Decalogue, surmounted by the
initials,  A.  n.  (Alpha and Omega);   on the left are the
monograms of the Saviour, I OX C; beneath, is the Lord's
Prayer.    The whole  altar displays  feminine colours and
emblems, the Temple Church being dedicated to the Virgin
Maria.    The winged horse, or Pegasus, argent, in a field
gules, is a badge of the Templars.    The tombs of the Tem-
plars, disposed around the circular church in London, are of
that early Norman shape called dos tfane: their tops are
triangular; the ridge-ipoulding passes through the temples
and out of the mouth of a mask at the upper end, and issues
out  of the horned skull, apparently,  of some purposely
trodden creature.    The head at the top is shown in the
"honour-point" of the cover of the tomb.    There is an
amount of unsuspected meaning in every curve of these
Templar tombs ; but it would at present too much occupy
us to more fully explain.

The crook part of a Bishop's staff shows the undulating
curve of the S.S. issuing out of the foliations : meaning the
Blessed Virgin Mary. This is particularly observable in
the statue of William of Wykeham, the founder, at St.
Mary's College, Winchester; who, holding the spiritual
crook in the left hand, gives the usual benediction of the
two extended fingers with his right. The crook is the
Shepherd Crook of the " Second Person," and of the " Holy
Spirit"

We now give a series of Gnostic Talismans, from ori-
ginals. The reader is requested to refer to our numerous
figures and symbols from the Temple Church, London, and
to the insignia of the Templars, as displayed in all countries,
for hints as to their connection with the mysterious beliefs
constituting that which is called Gnosticism.